
Incident/
Arrest

Warrant issued 
by neutral and 

detached 
magistrate

If not already 
arrested, 

arrest is made

FIRST 
APPEARANCE 

must occur within 
72 hrs (with 

warrant) or 48hrs 
of arrest.  Bond 
should be set.

PRELIMINARY 
HEARING

Magistrate determines if 
evidence exists to 
support charges.  
Hearing must be 

requested.  Takes 
approx. 4-8 weeks to get 

heard. If bonded out 
hearing discretionary.

Sent to District 
Attorney’s 

Office 
(Felonies)

Case 
investigated by 

prosecutor’s 
office and 
paperwork 
pulled for 

prosecution

CHARGING DOCUMENT
Most felonies, an 

indictment drafted and 
presented to Grand Jury.  
2-8 months after warrant 

issued.  In Theft and Drug 
cases, an accusation can 

be drafted

GRAND JURY (2-8 mo aft 
arrest)

Evidence presented by state to 
16-23 county residents.  
Defense not present.  

Proceedings are secret.  
Decide whether probable 
cause existed for arrest.

CHARGING DOCUMENT
FILED IN CLERKS 

OFFICE AND ASSIGNED 
JUDGE (1st offense in 

county, will be randomly 
assigned judge) 

←(True Billed) Indictment Filed
←Accusation filed

ARRAIGNMENT
(4-8 weeks aft assigned court)
Three things happen:
1) Get copy of Charges
2) Plea Not Guilty or Guilty
3) Ask for Jury or Bench Trial

Plea Guilty
Several Options 
Available under 

Georgia Law

Trial
Usually held 4 
to 24 months 

after 
arraignment

Found Guilty:
Sentencing 
Hearing will 
usually be 
same day 

verdict is read

← Plea ← Decide to Plea

MOTIONS Filed
Usually heard on 
date certain, prior 

to trial

Found Not 
Guilty:

(However, 
Criminal 

History will 
reflect arrest.

Call W. Scott Smith, the Peach State Lawyer, at 404-581-0999

From Arrest to Disposition- Anatomy of a Felony Case


