
Arrest

FIRST APPEARANCE/ 
BOND HEARING 

Occurs within 72 hrs 
with arrest warrant 
48hrs of arrest w/o.  
Bond should be set.

Citation, 
incident report 
and evidence 
gets sent to 

the City
Solicitor 

General’s 
Office

W. Scott Smith, the Peach State Lawyer, at 404-581-0999

Must notify DDS within 10 days of arrest of 
intention to fight license suspension 

(otherwise license could be suspended 30 
days after arrest)

Trial
Usually held 4 to 24 

months after 
arraignment.  

Case 
investigated by 
City Solicitor’s 

office and 
paperwork 
pulled for 

prosecution

After exploring discovery if you decide you want a jury trial, our case will follow the flow chart below this dotted line.  A jury trial is usually the recommended route.

MOTIONS
Usually held on Date 
certain prior to trial.  

Note, there are going to 
be several resets for 

attorney to get 
information he needs to 

argue motion.

Clerk Places 
Case onto a 
trial calendar

ARRAIGNMENT
(1-8 weeks after arrested)
Plea Not Guilty or Guilty

CHARGING DOCUMENT 
is drafted and FILED IN 
CLERKS OFFICE AND 
ASSIGNED JUDGE (1st

offense in county, will be 
randomly assigned judge) 

Case sent to 
State Court 
Solicitor’s 
office and 
paperwork 
pulled for 

prosecution

MOTIONS FILED IN STATE  
COURT 

Within 10 days from State 
Court arraignment 

ARRAIGNMENT
(3-16 months after arrested)

Two things happen:
1) Get copy of Charges
2) Plea Not Guilty

WRITTEN MOTIONS 
GET FILED

Motions must be 
particularized.  Generally 

include:
Discovery
Motion to Suppress

From Arrest to Disposition- Anatomy of a DUI Case in City Court


